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JACKSON MIDDLE SCHOOL PTA EBLAST 
 

Week Ending June 11, 2010                                 2009-2010 School Year, No.  35 

Last Edition of 2009-2010 School Year 

In this issue: 
 

Á Volunteer Update ï Sign-In Procedure for Volunteers 
Á Flyer of Missing Boy from Skyline Elementary School 

Á Letter of Appreciation from PTA President J. Owen 
Á 8th Grade Legacy Project Nears Completion 
Á Promotion Time Is Finally Here!! 
Á 2010-2011 Ensemble Begins Singing This Week & Washing Cars This Weekend 
Á 2009-2010 JagZine Now Available 
Á Library News 
Á The Beat is On!  Protect Jackson Arts 
Á JMS Retiring Staff:  Students, Parents and Staff Share Reflections on Retiring Staff 
Á Art in the Hallway at JMS ï Mrs. Goodrichôsô Bernstein Unit with Tile Murals 
Á Art in the Hallway at JMS  - Erin Bôs Mural of Empire of Light 
Á Art in the Hallway at JMS ï Bernstein Unit  by Marquard & Dornblaser Classes 
Á Rose City Rollers Make It to Finals Set for 6/19 
Á Box Tops:  Four Ways to Make a Difference 
Á Wilson HS Women's Soccer Summer Training Info 
Á Arnold Creek Annual National Night Out Potluck Takes Place 8/3/10 
Á Thank You for Supporting Coffee Talk  

 

Whatôs Coming Up? 
 

Á June 11th -  8th Grade Legacy Work on Courtyard from 4-6 pm 
Á June 12th ïEnsemble Car Wash at Shell Station at corner of 45th and Multnomah 

from 10 am- 4 pm  
Á June 15th ï Last Day of Classes/8th Grade Promotion & Celebration 
Á July 1st -   New PTA Board Takes Office:  THANK YOU! 
Á August 3 ï National Night Out for Arnold Creek   

        at Stephenson School Covered Area from  6-9 pm 
Á August 28 - Project Community Care for Portland Public School  
Á September 7th ï 1st Day of 2010-2011 School Year 
Á  

Links to Remember-  
Jackson Middle School -  http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/jackson  

Jackson Middle School Library - http://jmslibrary.wordpress.com  

Jackson MS PTA - http://www.jacksonpta.org 

Portland Public Schools - http://www.pps.k12.or.us 
Contact us at:  Board@jacksonpta.org 

To see past issues of eBlast:  http://www.jacksonpta.org/documents_historical.html  

 

 

http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/jackson
http://jmslibrary.wordpress.com/
http://www.jacksonpta.org/
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/
mailto:Board@jacksonpta.org
http://www.jacksonpta.org/documents_historical.html
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VOLUNTEER UPDATE 
By Volunteer Coordinator Leslie Starker, volunteer@jacksonpta.org  
 
By now you should have received a letter from PPS Superintendent Carole Smith regarding a missing 
second grade student.  This unfortunate event has served as a wake-up call for everyone involved in our 
schools.  Below is a paragraph from Superintendent Smith's letter regarding name badges. This has 
always been the procedure at Jackson, but it is not always followed.  Please remember to follow this and 
all other safety procedures not only for the rest of this year, but in future years as well.  Thank you. 

 
ñName badges. ñWe are re-emphasizing our existing policy requiring all school staff, contractors and 
volunteers to display their I.D. badges and for visitors to sign in and wear nametags at every school, 
during school hours. Any visitors who refuse to sign in and wear a name tag will be required to leave. I 
know you will support this effort, and will not only wear your badge or nametag, but will contact school 
staff in your studentôs building should you see someone who is not wearing one.ò 

 

mailto:volunteer@jacksonpta.org
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Letter of Appreciation 
By Outgoing PTA President Jenny Owen, president@jacksonpta.org  
 
      June 9, 2010 
 
 Dear Jackson Community, 
 
Thank you for your support of Jackson Middle School and its PTA this past year.  Your 
contributions were many and varied.  They included grant writing, volunteering for 
literature circles, donating money, hosting Chinese exchange students, assisting artists 
during Cultural Arts Day, chaperoning dances and much, much more.   Your investment 
of time, passion, energy and money into JMS clearly has demonstrated your 
commitment to our children that we value their education.   
 
In particular, I would like to thank the Jackson MS PTA Board for an enormous and 
seemingly endless contribution of talent, ideas, work and hours to lead the PTA.  Their 
willingness and ability to invest so much of themselves into this school were 
inspirational to me.  They are Vice President Sharon Keast, Treasurer Debra Hall, 
Secretary Colleen Naughtin, Volunteer Coordinator Leslie Starker and Webmaster Jim 
Battan.  Another person upon whom Iôve relied extensively this year is Leslie Baird, a 
JMS parent and graphic designer who generously shared her talent and time laying out 
new sections of the eBlast featuring staff and art.   Itôs been a privilege and pleasure for 
me to volunteer with this team.  
 
Finally, Iôd like to thank teachers and staff for creating a beautiful and enriching 
environment at JMS.  Together as a team youôve embraced and skillfully utilized artful 
learning to capture studentsô attention and set them in motion as life-long learners 
armed with important knowledge and ability.    Your passion and dedication to your 
profession are remarkable.   I have witnessed in awe the metamorphic wonder our 
children undergo in this school in three short years.  Thank you for guiding them through 
that journey. 
 
Best wishes for a great summer. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jenny Owen 
 
Jenny Owen 
Jackson MS PTA 
President (Outgoing) 

 

 

mailto:president@jacksonpta.org
http://www.lesliebairddesign.com/
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8
th

 Grade Legacy Project Nears Completion 
By Robin Spear caver@hevanet.com   
 

Our 8th Grade Legacy Project is coming along nicely.  You may have noticed as 
you drove through the upper parking lot, the red doors outside the cafeteria that just 

"Pop" with color. The murals above the doors have all been signed by our 8th graders 
and teachers.   

 

 
 

Many 8th graders and their families along with 
Mr. Lang came out this past weekend for a 
yard work party.  The courtyard has taken on a 
completely new appearance.  It is cleared from 
unwanted bushes, weeded, trimmed and 
looking beautiful.  Special thanks to Martin 
Howard for doing the painting of the doors and 
to Brad Hessel of Hessel Enterprises, Inc., for 
skillful use of his bobcat in removing stumps. 

 
 

 

We did however get rained out last Sunday and more work needs to be done so  
we have rescheduled our rained out day to this Friday, June 11th from 4-6pm. If you still 
need to get in your two hour commitment to the Legacy Project, or if you just would like 
to come out and help, we would love to have you.   Students need to be accompanied 
by an adult.  Things you should bring:   Water bottle, gloves, grubby clothes and 
sunscreen. 

  We have some tools provided, but we could really use rakes to spread out the 
mulch, and some hoes and hand trowels for weeding.  We are looking for someone who 
can bring a trailer or truck to help move mulch from the south side of the building to the 
courtyard during our Friday work party. We also need a couple of people to help with 
power washing the courtyard. We have one power washer available to use from the 
school.  Friday evening would be best, but we can also arrange to have the equipment 
available this weekend. 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Please contact me and let me know if you can help with the mulch or power washing. 
 Contact info:  Robin Spear caver@hevanet.com  503-680-8205 
 

     8
th

 June 11
th

 from 4-6 pm                                                          

mailto:caver@hevanet.com
http://www.hesselenterprises.com/home.asp
mailto:caver@hevanet.com
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Promotion Time is Finally Here!! 
By Susan Sanderson, Hughnsue@comcast.net 

 

We need 8 more volunteers for Oaks Park on June 15th from 11:15-3pm. Please contact Susan 

Sanderson hughnsue@comcast.net  or cell 503-310-0256. 

 

Please remember that the ceremony will be starting on time @ 9:30am sharp in the Jackson 

Gym! Parking will be an issue due to buses and other parents dropping off the younger students, 

so give yourself plenty of time to walk if you end of parking on the side streets. We will have 

volunteers helping to direct traffic that morning. 

 

There will be a very limited time to see your student after the ceremony in the courtyard outside 

the cafeteria and see the legacy project. Then the students will need to change (if needed) and 

board the buses for Oaks Park. 

 

If you are not coming to help at Oaks Park, we ask that you help stack the chairs and clean-up 

the decorations in the gym after the ceremony. It should only take 15min, if enough stay and 

help.  Thanks you and Congrats to the 8th grade class of 2009-10! 

 ! 
2010-2011 Ensemble Begins Singing This Week & Washing Cars This Weekend 

By Choir Booster President Teresa OôLoughlin 
 
Congratulations to new and continuing Jackson Middle School Ensemble students. We 
are excited to have a group of 34 again to travel to and compete in New York City next 
spring.  The 2010-2011 JMS Ensemble will have its first rehearsal on Thursday, 
June10th, from 4pm-5pm, in the choir room followed by a mandatory Parent Meeting 
from 5pm-6pm, when a new Choir Booster Board will be selected.   Also, our first fund 
raiser for the 2010-2011 Ensemble is our CAR WASH this Saturday, June 12th from 
10:00am to 4:00pm at the Shell Station on the corner of 45th and Multnomah.  Come 
support our students and get your car clean!!  
 

2009-2010 JagZine Now Available 
 

 

 

  

 

By Valerie Underwood 

Jackson Middle School students have done it again! A student-

produced magazine is both online and in print. Funded by the school, 

the Jackson Middle School PTA and the SWNI Small Grant Program, 

this year's zine has even more colorful pages. The student staff has 

put together a collection of poetry, drawings, photographs and short 

stories submitted by other students, teachers and parents in the 

community. The art features some unusual techniques. You'll have to 

pick up a copy at the Jackson Middle School office this Monday or 

Tuesday, or go online to find out at: 

http://www.jacksonpta.org/assets/documents/JagZine21%202010.pdf   

 

 

mailto:Hughnsue@comcast.net
mailto:hughnsue@comcast.net
http://www.jacksonpta.org/assets/documents/JagZine21%202010.pdf
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Library News 
By Sandra J. Childs, JMS Library Media Specialist, sjchilds@pps.k12.or.us  
Go to http://jmslibrary.wordpress.com for more info on: 
 
Jagzine 2009-2010 Online  Read original poetry and stories by the Jackson community. Link posted on PTSA site 

and in Easy Links on right side of Library Home page.  

 

Library Coffeehouse Schedule:  The library is being used for poetry readings and celebration Thursday and Friday 

10:30-12:30 and Monday 12:30-2:30. PLEASE ANNOUNCE TO STUDENTS ïNO LIBRARY LUNCH RECESS 

ON MONDAY EXCEPT FOR individuals who quietly come to p/u yearbook, return books, or pay charges.  

 

Yearbook Pick Up: Students cannot receive their yearbooks until their library records are clear.  8
th
 graders not 

cleared by 6/8 noon need to pick up yearbooks from library staff if and when records cleared. 6
th
 & 7

th
 graders not 

cleared by 6/11 at noon need to pick up yearbooks from library if & when cleared.   

 

Book Return Rewards As of 6-9-10, Coatsô 3
rd
 period/ Fairchild 1

st  
period and Kelleyôs class are neck and neck for 

a 6
th
 grade Pizza Party! 7

th
 has a ways to go! 

 

Oaks Park Clearance 8
th
 graders with charges or books on their record as of Thursday noon will not be able to 

attend Oaks Park. Please check in with library staff or Mr. Ferraro if you have a question.  8
th
 grade library/textbook 

notices were emailed Tuesday to parents whose students had charges still on their record and ALL  8
th
 grade 

students were given hard copy notices. No clearance = no Oaks Park  

 

Summer Reading- PPS has automatically signed up all PPS students for the Summer Reading Program with 

Multnomah County Libraries. These are being distributed through Language Arts classes. Prizes include:  $15 

coupon for MCPL overdue fine forgiveness; Food Coupons!; Skate Park and Water Park Admissions; Blazer & 

Beaver Games; Grand Prize to Vacation Water Park! Book lists are on the MCPL page 

http://www.multcolib.org/summer/  and   http://www.multcolib.org/books/ and at 

http://jmslibrary.wordpress.com/booklists/.  Student suggestions can be found at 

http://jmslibrary.wordpress.com/picks/   

 

Wilson Summer Reading Assignment  8
TH

 GRADE PARENTSðYour child can use the  Wilson 9
th
 grade 

required summer reading assignment as time counted on summer reading game board. The list will be posted on the 

Jackson library website Home Page and List Page. Keep checking back! 

 

Portland Literary Arts Fest  : Art Spiegelman, Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth Strout, Urusula LeGuin and more. See 

the PAL line up for 2010-11. Buy tickets now. Or enjoy the series on OPB where they will be rebroadcast for the 

first time. 

 

Retirement: Ann Bakkensen our wonderful library assistant is retiring in June.  She has been a great asset to the 

library media program and to Jackson, from her work running the Scholastic Book Fair to her Water Bottle 

Campaign. Her energy and enthusiasm have been a wonderful addition to our program. Our gratitude and good 

wishes go with Ann as she says goodbye. Thanks Ann! 

 

Photo Celebration 2009-10.   Picasa Library Album  

 

Stay Tunedð Next Fall 

o Audio Books  Because of a generous allocation from the PTA, next year students will be able to check out one 

of our mp3 players loaded with one of our new audio titles. Audio book CDôs will also be available for check 

out. Look for the audio books link on the library page this fall.  

o Jackson Library was awarded a grant from Multnomah County Library School Corps. We are hosting a 

Tapestry of Tales Storytelling Assembly for the whole school in November. 

o Jackson Library has been granted 70 seats to the 2010 Teen Author Assembly in October featuring Tamora 

Pierce.  Each participating student will receive a copy of her book  Terrier!

mailto:sjchilds@pps.k12.or.us
http://jmslibrary.wordpress.com/
http://www.jacksonpta.org/assets/documents/JagZine21%202010.pdf
http://www.multcolib.org/summer/
http://www.multcolib.org/summer/
http://www.multcolib.org/books/
http://jmslibrary.wordpress.com/booklists/
http://jmslibrary.wordpress.com/picks/
http://www.literary-arts.org/pal/
http://jmslibrary.wordpress.com/2010/05/06/may-2010
http://picasaweb.google.com/sjchildspdx/JacksonLibrary20092010?authkey=Gv1sRgCN7I8eu19fvEQw&feat=directlink
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The Beat is On!  Protect Jackson Arts 

Goals:    

 

1) Short Term: 
  Raise Money: Fully restore Choir by raising $45,000   

by August 1st 
   

Initial Goal:  Restore choir to 3/4 time $22,000 by 
June 13th 

 

 2)  Long Term:  
 Create Jackson Arts Council:   

To advocate for, support and promote the Arts at Jackson  
 
 

Currently at $11,500!  We need everyone to participate! 

 
Donate at Portland Schools Foundation   
 

a) Online at http:// www.thinkschools.org  and designate to "Jackson"   
 
b) or write checks to Portland Schools Foundation and write in  

memo "Jackson" and drop off at the Jackson office. 
 

We must protect our identity as a Bernstein Arts School!   
 
Join the Jackson Arts Council by emailing Karin Fahlman Chesnutt at 
chesnutt@spiritone.com  
 
Questions to chesnutt@spiritone.com 
 

The Beat is On! 
 
Note:  See  news story and video at: http://www.kptv.com/news/23844566/detail.html 

http://www.thinkschools.org/
mailto:chesnutt@spiritone.com
mailto:chesnutt@spiritone.com
http://www.kptv.com/news/23844566/detail.html
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